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CHAPTER 268

_______________

EDUCATION - PUBLIC SCHOOLS
_______________

SENATE BILL 99-039 

BY SENATORS Tebedo, Arnold, Hernandez, Teck, and Weddig;

also REPRESENTATIVES Mace, Gotlieb, Bacon, Chavez, Clarke, Coleman, George, Gordon, Hagedorn, Leyba, McElhany,

Miller, Ragsdale, Saliman, Sinclair, Swenson, Tapia, Tate, Tochtrop, Tupa, Veiga, Vigil, S. Williams, Windels, and Zimmerman.

AN ACT
CONCERNING REPORTING OF DROPOUT RATES OF STUDENTS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN THE STATE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  22-2-114.1 (3), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

22-2-114.1.  Dropout rates - collection of data on grades seven through twelve
and development of plans.  (3) (a)  For the purposes of SCHOOL DISTRICT RECORD
KEEPING AND COUNTING PURSUANT TO this section, a "dropout" means a person who
leaves IS THE SUBJECT OF NOTIFICATION TO A SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT SUCH
PERSON HAS LEFT OR WILL LEAVE school for any reason, OR SUCH PERSON HAS BEEN
ABSENT FROM CLASS FOR SIX CONSECUTIVE WEEKS OR MORE IN ANY ONE SCHOOL
YEAR, except FOR REASONS OF expulsion, EXCUSED LONG TERM ILLNESS, or death,
before completion of a high school diploma or its equivalent and who does not
transfer to another public or private school or enroll in an approved home study
program OR IN AN ON-LINE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-33-104.6.  STUDENTS
WHO ARE IN ATTENDANCE IN AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AT THE END OF SUCH
SCHOOL YEAR SHALL NOT BE REPORTED AS DROPOUTS BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO
THE DEPARTMENT.

(b)  The state board shall also collect data on the students who have dropped out
of a regular course of study but who are enrolled and pursuing an alternative program
of study.

SECTION 2.  22-2-109 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE
ADDITION OF A NEW PARAGRAPH to read:

22-2-109.  State board of education - additional duties.  (1)  The state board of
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education shall:

(q)  ADOPT RULES THAT REQUIRE THE REPORTING BETWEEN SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF
THE ENROLLMENT OF ANY STUDENTS WHO HAVE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER SCHOOL
OR SCHOOL DISTRICT WITHIN THE STATE.  SUCH RULES SHALL IMPROVE THE ABILITY
OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO ACCURATELY IDENTIFY WHICH STUDENTS HAVE IN FACT
DROPPED OUT OF SCHOOL AND WHICH STUDENTS HAVE MERELY TRANSFERRED TO
ANOTHER SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT.  SUCH RULES SHALL ALSO SET FORTH
UNIFORM STANDARDS FOR DETERMINING WHICH SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL
COUNT A DROPOUT AS PART OF ITS OWN DROPOUT COUNT.

SECTION 3.  Safety clause.  The general assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: June 1, 1999


